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/it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. > But — the people that dwells in the Land
powerful, the cities are fortified and very great, and we also saw there the offspring of the gia
29 Amalek dwells in the area of the south; the Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Amorite dwell on
mountain; and the Canaanite dwells by the Sea and on the bank of the Jordan.”

30 Caleb silenced the people toward Moses and said, “We shall surely ascend and conquer
for we can surely do it!”

31 But the men who had ascended with him said, “We cannot ascend to that people for it
too strong for us!” 3% They brought forth to the Children of Israel an evil report on the Land t
they ,llfd spied out, saying, “The Land through which we have passed, to gpy it out, is a la
that devours its inhabitants! All the people that we saw in it were huge!(**}There we saw
Nephilim, the sons of the giant from among the l}lepﬁigvn; we were like grasshoppers in o
eyes, and so we were in their eyes!” Wt

3 \

PARASHAS SHELACH

Gigantic Grasshoppers

33. o3 — The Nephilim. The name is from the root by, to
fall (see notes to Genesis 6:4).

p1y — Giant. This word is both a generic term for giant and
a proper noun. The father of the giants then living in Hebron
was named Anak.

DmY3a Mg 1 — And so we were in their eyes. Although the
gi‘ants'came in daily contact with people of ordinary height
_ so that the Jewish spies should not have seemed espe-

cially small to them — the spies meant to imply that even the

average people in Hebron were unusually tall, so that
Jews looked like grasshoppers to them (Or HaChaim).

DDy 1%1 191 — AND SO WE WERE INTHEIREYES. 115 1 ovnix uyny — We heard them saying to
eachother, mm733w145n) — “There areantstinthevineyards smw)x3 — which look like men.”

£ e bR ke

DY 1M 121 0D Wy T — We were like grassnoppers in our eyes,
and so we were in their eyes. Rashi cites the Talmud which explains how the
spies knew what the giants thought of them. The giants were sitting under some
cedars for a mourner’s meal and when the spies saw them. they quickly climbed
into the trees to hide:. From their perch they were able to cverhear the giants say
to one another: there are grasshopperf in the trees (Sot: h 35b).
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WEIGHING THE OPTIONS

Therefore a person must consider his options very carefully.
He must minimize worldly endeavor only to the degree
which is consistent with his true spiritual level. He must

judge the extent of deprivation he will be able to bear

should his endeavor not be blessed with the success for

which he had hoped.
This weigﬁg of options is an extremely delicate

operation. The evil inclination lurks on both sides. If the
perc¥n engages in more endeavor than his fairh warrants,
he will come close to God-denial. If he does less thar his
true status permits, he may be filled with remorse and
eyentually also come to deny God. The yetzer may
sometimes prompt us to engage in more intensive worldly
endeavor— when our spiritual level happens to be low. On
the other hand it may tempt us to minimize such
endeavor—when we are affected by spiritual yearnings.
There is a delicate balance, and the decision is a basic
human choice. It is impossible to arrive at the point of truth
except through pure yir'at shamayim, through which alone
can we escape our personal bias.

\5 THE SIN

(3) Precisely what was the sin into which all Israel ugwit-
tingly fell?> Ramban?’ tells us that Israel made a seemingly
reasonable request. It is normal‘and proper for an army
contemplating invasion to send out reconnoitering parties
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to determine the best route to adopt and to estimate the
strength and nature of the probable resistance. The mistake
was that they failed to take their special circumstances into
account. A nation which had seen the saving presence of
Hashem constantly among them should have mustered
enough faith to follow .unquestioningly after the Cloud.
Mosheh gave in to them onl;l because he saw they were set
on this course and he thought that not to agree would be
worse than to agree. When he said?® “The matter seemed
good in my eyes” he meant, according to Ramban, “
accepted your evil plan and gave instructions for it to be

carried out.”

They may have thought they were doing a mitzva by
minimizing the miracle,?® but this was not the mitzva
demanded of them at that moment. People who were
constantly aware of the miraculous providence of Hashem
should have been prepared to abandon all desire for human

ciideavor and to reiy witheut question on faith alone. But
gnce they had made the fatal mistake of seeking the way of

human endeavor, Mosheh felt he could no Tonger prevent
them from_adopting this course. The level they were now
on made it necessary. Ibn Ezra, too, writes:2® “It was good
iIn my eyes: because,you had all agreed.” The fact that all
had agreed meant that the general level had now reached a
stage where soine endeavor on natural lines was called for.
(Or, was thought to be called for. There was an error here,
as will be explained shortly.) To sum up: the basic sin here
was an error of a very subtle kind in the balance between
faith and endeavor.

IN THE GUISE OF A MITZVA

(4) Let us pursue the matter further, to try and determine

how suhtle their error actually was{ R

It can. The yetzer is wily enough to convince a person that
he is engaged in the profoundest repentance when in reality
he is suffering from a loss of faith. When “thdy wept that
night”’3* they were under the impression th}t their tears
were tears of repentance while in reality they were tears of
fright.
A sin which started with an almost imperceptible error
in the balance between faith and endeavor ended with that
~fateful, useless weeping, which, as our Rabbis say,3’ ensured

for us weeping throughout the generations, culminating in
thedestruction of two Temples and the millennia of exile.

MORAL INFECTION

There is an apparent contradiction in two comments of
Rashi on this parasha. When the spies were appointed to
their mission they were described as “men,’” and as we say
above, this meant “siveli’ of character.” “At that time they
were worthy,” says Rashi. 36 But a little later Rashi writes:3
“ ‘They went and they came’. .. just as their return was
with evil counsel so was their original going with  evil
counsel.” Maharal®® reconciles this seeming cohtradictior;
by suggesting that since those who sent them were evil men
“the spies learned from them and became like those who
sert them.” It is an amazing and frighténing thought that

men who were outstanding in greatness of character among
that generation should have fallen from such heights to the
depths of depravity and God-denial?® in such a short time,
And.the cause? ‘‘“They were infected by the evil of those
who sent them.” We have already seen that the “evil” of
those who sent them was confined to an error of judgment.
(~Convinced they were doing a mitzva, they erred somewhat

in the dircction of more endeavor than was warranted hy

their spiritual level. And yet this was sufficient to have such
‘dire and. destructive effects,
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*
But if the balance is indeed so delicate and the danger of
error_so_great, a person may well ask himself “How can |

ever_expect to get to the truth?” The answer is_that

everyone can get to the truth if he wanis to. If he makes a _

supreme mental effort to view the problem from the “rruth

perspective,” his heart will infallibly discern the true course

to adopt. As we wrote in the article ‘Neither hidden nor far
off:"4 “Since bribery blinds the wise and no man can see
his own faults, how are we ever to get to the truth? Surely
we have an interest and a selfish bias in all that we think
about...? The answer is that the bias never entirely

obscures the truth. Even _after the verzer has persuaded a

person to accept the false way as true, he still knows in his
heart of hearts that the true path is ‘truer’ than the:other

one. .. This inability of the yerzer to obscure the truth
completely is a direct outflow of the Creator’s loving-

kindness«.. Every human being thus has the faculty of
determining_ in_his own heart where the real truth lies.”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

We explained above that one can minimize endeavor only to

a ce\tam extent. The proviso is that one is strong enough to
withstand the te L
that one started on the path of faith in the first place. We
should therefore look for ways to lessen this risk by
strengthemng our abllm( to_meet challenges of thxs sort.
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PRAYER

1) P
(i) Pray with devotion until yoy recognize that everythine
comes from Hashem. em. Then eve

0 if you don’t at fir
: St succ
in_your endeavors voy w you will kn o

oo s deemors ow that your lack of success,
eaven. The deeeer your reali
ealization of

th\s truth theJeSS hk lz 2% 0 t' 1 ]l (0] X U
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REFLECTION

(iii) Reﬂect" constantly on_ _the importance of trust _in
Hashem. Read about trust ust in our hol ly sources. Even. when
you are engaged in necessary Ehxsual endeavor be aware
that you are only fulfilling the decree * ‘By the sweat of your -
brow etc.”’! Realize that what you will have js decreed and
the_exter xtent of your endeavor wil] not alter this. All this will
serve to strengthen your faith. Be
ears to the taunts of those who call

or other similar epithets. Better to
than to abandon one’s principles.

prepared to close your
you “good-for-nothing”
be called this and worse,

rand Remember the words of
our Sages:* “Better I should be called 2 fool all my life than
be a rasha‘ before Géd for one bour.”

12
o~

E A LAZINESS IS NOT THE ANSWER

T

_ There 15 ane other thing one has to guard against: ohe must,.
not contuse laziness with trust in Hashem. There are some -
people who fai o engage in physical endeavor out of sheer
laziness, while they attribute it to their trust in Hashem.
One thing one may be sure of: to the extent that one fails to
work as a result of laziness one will certainly lose. Only
trust in Hashem brings heavenly-aid, not laziness; “Your
lovingkindness shall be upon us, Hashem, as we hoped for
You.”*” The extent of the lovingkindness He bestows on us
is determined by the measure of our hope and trust in Him.

Nor should you think that you cgn use laziness as a tool
© to help you to achieve trust in Hashem, in the same way as
shelo lishmab leads to lishmah.*8 e

AN OFFER You CAN'T REFIUSE Q.W

- There is a famous Sfas Emes in the parashah of the Meraglim,
the Spies that Moshe Rabbeinu sent to scout the land. The night

the Meraglim returned, a debate raged in the Jewish encamp-

ment. Would they be able to conquer the land or wouldn’t they?
The Meraglim insisted they would not, and they won the debate.
®X¥hy did the Meraglim think they were not equal to the task? Says
the Sfas Emes, because they reported that the inhabitants of the
land were giants and that “we were in our eyes like grasshoppers”
next to them. If they think of themseives as grasshoppers, then
allis lost. When your self-image is that f an insignificant insect,
how can you have the initiative and the drive and the courage to
do anything?

is is the virus with Wthh the Mera slim mfected the Jewish
people, the self-image of grasshoppers, th - feeling of worthlessness
and,inadequacy in the face of adversity. TLis is an essential element
in the bechiah ledoros, the weeping of the Jews that continued for
future generations. This is part of the weeping that has accompa-
nied the Jewish people through thousands of years of history, the
cries of “we cannot” because “we are like graschoppers”
® But we are really not grasshoppers. We have tremendous power
in our hands. We have the Torah. We have mitzvos. And every-
thing that we do has incredible value. We {are far from worthless.
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The Kotzker Rebbe said that the mistake of the spies was in the
words “and soswe were in their sight.”” It should not bother a °
person how others view him. (Otzer Chayim)

A person who worries about how others view him will have no E
rest. Regardless of what he does or does not do he mﬂ_almays._ba_,_
anxious about receiving the approval of others. Such a_person
makes his self-esteem dependent on the whims of others, It is a
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~ mistake to give others so much control over you. Keep vour facus

VAT A9 MUK DWRTnn 1 YOR p1y DX ,WATD DRXY W

- on doing what is-sighfugnd proper. Woik on mastering the ability
to have a positive self-image regardless of how others view you..If
people give you constructive criticism because of things you are
Asine g, you should | appreciate the opportunity to improve.
But do not x!taw yout self-image-to be dependcnt on the arbitrary
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approval and. disapproval of others. & ]

‘The Chofetz Chayim (Hachofetz Chayim, vol. 3, p.1060)
commented When you view yourself as mfe{lor you will assume
that others also view you in this manner. Bu¥'the truth could very
well be that the other person views youina much higher manner.
As.the Yalkut Shimoni states, “The Almighty said, ‘Who says that
you_were not in their eyes as angels?” ;

The more inferior you consider yourself the lower you feel that
others consider you. This can be extremely painful and can prevent

..a person from accomplishing anything in life. Realize your intrinsic

walue as a being created in the image of the Almighty and you will
feel much more comfortable around other people.
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You shall be holy (Vayikra 19:2). ) WY paw Sva Sy uvrer ny
I would think that this means as holy as [God) - ’ S ‘ '
Himself, therefore it says, "“for I am Holy,” i.e., My W
* holiness is superior to yours. 7 ﬁ

And you will be elevated (Devarim 28:13). - -
I would think that this means “as exalted as God DAY NN IBVAN RSY 23917 NN DYIIND RVN NAD

Himself,” therefore [the dimunitive]pn, only, (a limita-  1nx Y5 NWY RYW RNDWAN D212 ANNY ' TIRYT %9 HY 737010 N
;‘;’;Lﬂi"j:g)dw”t'o" is higher than man's (Vayikra oo 0,0n Sy nanw D930 RUNA YYIY NR NRYIN 113,199 DR
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) These two statements compare human potential achievement and ~
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attainment to the Divine, as it were. To us, this comparison is _
unfathomable. It is only Chazal, who fully appreciated the vastness ~ *T'N’D1 TNRN WRN RINY V102 23N A0 DIVIIND 1N TNR YW RN

of human ability, who raised the possibility of comparing it with the 45 33917 %27 DR2 W3 Y3 TN PIDSAY 131 12 19T HIAVY DAY

Divine, until an indication was found to distinguish between the two.x -
It must be noted that Chazal did not distinguish between the two by 730 D213 TN INRY 9P TNRY TR 93 V)W PV IMYD .1INAT R
lowering their evalmation of man — but rather by declartvgwthat as RT3 NIDWNA DRRY YY DVIAN 1P 1DIRY 7277 NHYN XYY NIp?

great as man’s potential may be, the Divine is greater yet. nNa NN LIPYPN NYDVY 7R HY 7AW DTN 1A KDY DIDINNN 1N
This then isthe true stature of a human being, created in the image ~ *
DRIN NYIN NTYY NN TIP3 © 1a1n3) VNI TP PI DTN 1990 RHW

of God, with the ability to scale heights beyond our conception. It is .
this loftinéss which obligates us to the extreme of ni™ait 33 9510 NIDNNA DTN 139N 292 YVIN? PV .DYYAINN YR Yvaa
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we need siyata dishemaya, Divine Assistance — and we can get it! -l
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A person is the crown jewel of creation, the Almighty’s own hand-
iwork. A person — every person! — is the most exalted being in the vm’sw 7919 01YIM DYIINN RON INRYY NN P1097Y INR V)’R

cosmos, and he has access to siyaza dishemaya. . 1:'7: DYWIR 21w D?PNI NNRA “INR WIR TR WIR” 5w 1957 Miana
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